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Urban and Rural Classification

» The Census Bureau identifies and classifies urban and rural
population and delineates urbanized areas (UAs) after each
census using criteria that originated with the 1950 census.

 Since the 1950 census the Census Bureau has reviewed and
revised these criteria before each decennial census.

» The Census Bureau identifies and tabulates data for the
urban and rural population and territory solely for the purpose
of statistical presentation and comparison.



Census 2000

* Provide an objective and uniform nationwide classification
and delineation of urban and rural utilizing the technological
advancements made over the previous decade

 Redefined classification process from ground up
* New, automated, fully objective approach

 Baseline for future delineations: provide comparable and
consistent data for subsequent decades



Census 2000 Urban Areas

 For Census 2000, an urbanized area (UA) consists of a
densely settled core created from census block groups, census
blocks, and the adjacent densely settled surrounding territory
that together have a minimum population of 50,000 people

 For Census 2000, an urban cluster (UC) consists of a densely
settled core created from block groups or blocks and adjacent
densely settled territory that together have at least 2,500
people but fewer than 50,000 people



UA and UC Cores

 Contiguous census
block groups that have
a total land area less
than or equal to two
square miles and a
population density of at
least 1,000 people per
square mile (ppsm)

 Contiguous census
blocks, if no qualifying
block group exists, with
a population density of
at least 1,000 ppsm




UA and UC Cores

 Block groups with
a land area less than
or equal to two
square miles and
population density of
at least 500 ppsm
that border block
groups with a
population density
greater than or equal Block Group Core
to 1,000 ppsm




UA and UC Cores

Contiguous census blocks
with a population density
of at least 500 ppsm that
border qualifying block
groups and blocks.

Low density enclaves
surrounded by qualifying
territory are included if
less than five square miles
In area.

Blocks forming
Indentations also are
Included if specified
criteria area met.
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Hops
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* A discontiguous area

qualifies if it has a total
population greater
1,000 people _ Hops are allowed after jumps (and

jumps after hops) as long as the
hop (jump) requirements are still met.

« Multiple hops are
permitted even after a
jump has occurred




Jumps are used to link
discontiguous blocks
that meet density
criteria and are within
2.5 miles of the UA or
UC.

Jumps

Distance hetween qualifying core and

discontiguous qualifying area is
.4 miles, and the overall density
is greater than 500 ppsm.

Distance hetween qualifying

core and discontiguous qualifying
area is .3 miles, and the overall
density is greater than 500 ppsm.

I_I_|

Hops and a Jump from Qualifying Core

uzlifying Area

Jump

Distance hetween qualifying
core and discontiguous
qualifying area is 2.0 miles, and
the overall density is greater
than 500 ppsm.

Distance hetween discontiguous
qualifying area and discontiguous
qualifying area is.3 miles, and

the overall density is greater
than 500 ppsm.

Hops are allowed after jumps (and
jumps after hops) as long as the
hop (jump) requirements are still met.
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Jumps
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* Discontiguous
qualifying area can
qual Ify If It has a total Hops and a Jump from Qualifying Core hop Guam reqrements are sl et
population greater gt
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* Only one jJump is
allowed along a valid
road connection.

 Core requires a
population greater than
1,500 people before a
jump can occur.

Jumps

Distance between qualifying core and

discontiguous qualifying area is
.4 miles, and the overall density
is greater than 500 ppsm.

Distance between qualifying

core and discontiguous qualifying
area is .3 miles, and the overall
density is greater than 500 ppsm.
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Hops and a Jump from Qualifying Core

Gusalifying Area

Jump Bl

Distance between qualifying
core and discontiguous
qualifying area is 2.0 miles, and
the overall density is greater
than 500 ppsm.

Distance between discontiguous
qualifying area and discontiguous
qualifying area is.3 miles, and

the overall density is greater
than 500 ppsm.

Hops are allowed after jumps (and
jumps after hops) as long as the
hop (Jump) requirements are still met.
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Exempted Territory

« Discontiguous
qualifying territory that e TP
IS greater than two and a
half but less than five
miles may qualify for
Inclusion ina UA or UC
as long as the distance
between the qualifying
core and discontiguous
qualifying territory
Includes no more than
two and a half miles of
habitable territory

Distance from qualifying core
to river is .8 miles.

Distance from river to discontiguous
fualifying area is .7 miles.
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Exempted Territory

» The population of the

discontiguous qualifying (RSt
territory must be greater
than 1,000 people, or the
overall population

density of the jump

blocks and the

discontiguous qualifying psancefom g core

area must be greater than T~ | _

qualifying areais .7 miles.

« Exempted territory
consists of either water,
military, or national parks
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2000 Population Density by Census Block for Traverse City, Ml
Urban Cluster and Surrounding Area

10 Miles
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0-99

100 - 249
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[ ]0-99
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2000 Traverse City, M1 Urban Cluster Census Blocks
Qualifying on Criteria other than Population, Density, and Size

10 Miles

Qualifying Criteria

I Type 1 Enclave
[_] Type 2Enclave
I Airport

[ Land Hop Block
I Land Jump Block

I ndentation

[] Traverse City UC




2010 Urban Area Program

« Remain committed to an objective, equitable, and consistent
nationwide urban area delineation.

« Retain decennial comparability by building upon 2000
criteria.

« All potential modifications are refinements, or supplements
to address deficiencies encountered for Census 2000.
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Comparing Tucson UA Core Qualifying Blocks
Based on Block Groups and Tracts
Using Census 2000 Data

[ ] Census 2000 Qualifying Blocks

Proposed Core Population
713116

Census 2000 Core Population
706942

(based on Census 2000 data)
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C [ ] Proposed Qualifying Blocks
%




Cincinnati UA Qualifying Core
Employment Tract

"

[ ] Census 2000 Cincinnati UA
B Employment Tracts
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The 2000 San Francisco-Oakland and San Jose UA Split
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San Francisco-Oakland and San Jose CTC Split

jopulation greater

none mile
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Determining Qualifying CTACs for UA Splits

33% Intracommuting (< 20% commuting
o0 abutting core)

8% Intracommuting (< 2
to abutting core)

3% Intracommuting (< 20% commuting
to abutting core)
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Concord and Livermore UA after Split
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Impervious Land Cover in Atlantic, IA

Percent Impervious oa
) Miles
20 60
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Boundary Using Proposed Impervious Criteria

3 urban Area Boundary Using Impervious Land Cover
] 2000 Urban Area

Impervious Land Cover

Census Blocks

USCENSUSBUREAU




Additional Land Use/Land Cover Data as
Exempted Territory

Total uninhabitable jum - -
distance is 3.2 m"esj_ P Uninhabitable Jump From Core

Distance from qualifying core
to river is .8 miles.

I Distance over water is
1.7 mlluﬁ e

Distance from river to discontiguous
qualifying areais .7 miles.
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Cumberland, MD and Surrounding Area

Exempted slope jumps

e

10 Miles

[ 2000 Cumberland UA
Proposed 2010 Cumberland UA
Polygons w/slope greater than 40%
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Modify Jump and Hop “Corridors™

 Current Jump
and Hop criteria
Includes both
qualifying
territory and
Intervening
census blocks
along road
connection that
forms the highest
overall
population
density

Distance between qualifying core and

discontiguous qualifying area is
.4 miles, and the overall density

is greater than 500 ppsm.

Distance between qualifying

core and discontiguous qualifying
area is .3 miles, and the overall
density is greater than 500 ppsm.

I_I_‘

Hops and a Jump from Qualifying Core

ualifying Area

Distance hetween gqualifying
core and discontiguous
qualifying area is 2.0 miles, and
the overall density is greater
than 500 ppsm.

Distance between discomtiguous
qualifying area and discontiguous
qualifying area is.3 miles, and

the overall density is greater
than 500 ppsm.

Hops are allowed after jumps (and
jumps after hops) as long as the
hop (jump) requirements are still met.
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Hop and Jump Corridor Examples

/N

Grand Junction, CO "Sawtooth"

Grants Pass, OR "Fingers"

[ ] Jump Blocks

I Hop Blocks
[ ] Urban Area




Central Places

 Qutdated concept; no
commonly agreed upon 2000 Population: 59445
criteria for defining “central

place.”

— 2000 Population: 1503

* Principal cities defined - = oungenm
Within CBSAS; The Woodlands CDP, TX

2000 Population: 55649

» Central places are not St. Charles, MD

Accokeek CDP, MD 2000 Population: 74765

necessary for UA or UC oo Pomlter SO waaor cor, 0

2000 Population: 22266

Indian Head, MD

d e I i n eati O n . 2000 Population: 3422 /

/

e Lack of consideration of ]
place boundaries in \ \

2000 Population: 4912
Bennsville CDP, MD

delineation process results in AN A

:] CDP 2000 Population: 33379

central places split between uA
urban-and rural-portigns.
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Questions? Comments?

Chris Henrie

Geographic Standards and Criteria Branch
Geography Division

U.S. Census Bureau
christopher.j.henrie@census.gov

(301) 763-9086

USCENSUSBUREAU
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