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Urban and Rural Classification

ÅThe Census Bureau identifies and classifies urban and rural 

population and delineates urbanized areas (UAs) after each 

census using criteria that originated with the 1950 census.

ÅSince the 1950 census the Census Bureau has reviewed and 

revised these criteria before each decennial census.

ÅThe Census Bureau identifies and tabulates data for the 

urban and rural population and territory solely for the purpose 

of statistical presentation and comparison.
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Census 2000

ÅProvide an objective and uniform nationwide classification 

and delineation of urban and rural utilizing the technological 

advancements made over the previous decade

ÅRedefined classification process from ground up

ÅNew, automated, fully objective approach

ÅBaseline for future delineations: provide comparable and 

consistent data for subsequent decades
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Census 2000 Urban Areas

ÅFor Census 2000, an urbanized area (UA) consists of a 

densely settled core created from census block groups, census 

blocks, and the adjacent densely settled surrounding territory 

that together have a minimum population of 50,000 people

ÅFor Census 2000, an urban cluster (UC) consists of a densely 

settled core created from block groups or blocks and adjacent 

densely settled territory that together have at least 2,500 

people but fewer than 50,000 people
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UA and UC Cores
ÅContiguous census 

block groups that have 

a total land area less 

than or equal to two 

square miles and a 

population density of at 

least 1,000 people per 

square mile (ppsm)

ÅContiguous census 

blocks, if no qualifying 

block group exists, with 

a population density of 

at least 1,000 ppsm
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UA and UC Cores

ÅBlock groups with 

a land area less than 

or equal to two 

square miles and 

population density of 

at least 500 ppsm 

that border block 

groups with a 

population density 

greater than or equal 

to 1,000 ppsm
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UA and UC Cores

Contiguous census blocks 

with a population density 

of at least 500 ppsm that 

border qualifying block 

groups and blocks.

Low density enclaves 

surrounded by qualifying 

territory are included if 

less than five square miles 

in area.

Blocks forming 

indentations also are 

included if specified 

criteria area met.
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Hops

ÅHops connect 

discontiguous blocks or 

BGs with the UA or UC 

if the overall density is 

greater than500 ppsm 

and the distance along a 

valid road connection is 

less than.5 mile from 

the UA or UC

ÅMultiple hops can be 

made along a road 

connection.
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Hops
ÅThe overall 

population density of 

the discontiguous 

qualifying area and 

linking blocks must be 

greater than500 ppsm

ÅA discontiguous area 

qualifies if it has a total 

population greater 

1,000 people

ÅMultiple hops are 

permitted even after a 

jump has occurred
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Jumps

Jumps are used to link 

discontiguous blocks 

that meet density 

criteria and are within 

2.5 miles of the UA or 

UC.  
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Jumps

ÅOverall density of the 

corridor blocks and the 

discontiguous 

qualifying area must 

be at least 500 ppsm

or

ÅDiscontiguous 

qualifying area can 

qualify if it has a total 

population greater 

1,000 people
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Jumps

ÅOnly one jump is 

allowed along a valid 

road connection.

ÅCore requires a 

population greater than 

1,500 people before a 

jump can occur.



13

Exempted Territory

ÅDiscontiguous 

qualifying territory that 

is greater than two and a 

half but less than five 

miles may qualify for 

inclusion in a UA or UC 

as long as the distance 

between the qualifying 

core and discontiguous 

qualifying territory 

includes no more than 

two and a half miles of 

habitable territory
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Exempted Territory

ÅThe population of the 

discontiguous qualifying 

territory must be greater 

than 1,000 people, or the 

overall population 

density of the jump 

blocks and the 

discontiguous qualifying 

area must be greater than 

500 ppsm

ÅExempted territory 

consists of either water, 

military, or national parks
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2000 Population Density by Census Block for  Tr aver se City, MI 

Ur ban Cluster and Surr ounding Ar ea
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2000 Traverse City, M I Urban Cluster  Census Blocks 

Qualifying on Criter ia other  than Population, Density, and Size
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2010 Urban Area Program

ÅRemain committed to an objective, equitable, and consistent 

nationwide urban area delineation.

ÅRetain decennial comparability by building upon 2000 

criteria.

ÅAll potential modifications are refinements, or supplements 

to address deficiencies encountered for Census 2000.
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